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Welcome to our event in celebration
of IWD 2026

PROGRAMME

08:50 - 09:30 Registration and refreshments

09:35 - 09:40 Welcome
Cate Beavis, Gardner Leader

09:40 - 9:50 Introduction to Gravita
Jennifer Sewell, Gravita

09:55 - 10:10 Introduction to Homeless Oxfordshire
Liza Clothier, Homeless Oxfordshire

Michelle Di Gioia, Gardner Leader

10:10 - 10:40 Speaker 1
Michelle Niziol, Entrepreneur and Women in Business Advocate

Maddie Howson, Gardner Leader

10:40 - 11:05 Speaker 2
Marina Gardiner Legge, Head of Oxford High School

Rosie Deller, Gardner Leader

11:05 - 12:05 Group photo and brunch
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Gail Vallis, Gardner Leader

12:05 - 12:25 Speaker 3

Sarah Jaycock, Co-founder and Executive Director of High Spec
Composites

Penny Wright, Gardner Leader

12:25 - 13:10 Panel discussion and audience questions

Host: Cate Beavis, Gardner Leader

Panellists: Michelle Niziol, Marina Gardiner Legge, Sarah
Jaycock, Liza Clothier

Roving mic: Corina Hall and Elinor Upjohn, Gravita

13:10 - 13:30 Refreshments
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Head of Fundraising and
Communications

With over 18 years' experience working across a broad range of
charitable causes, Liza is passionate about creating meaningful
change through storytelling and strategic fundraising.

As Head of Fundraising and Communications at Homeless
Oxfordshire, she leads a team working to raise vital funds and
amplify the voices of those often unheard. With a strong
commitment to social justice and feminist causes, she
passionate about creating lasting, positive impact for people
whose lives have been shaped by trauma.

Scan the QR code below to donate and learn more about
Homeless Oxfordshire.
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OUR SPEAKERS

Michelle Niziol

Entrepreneur and
Women in Business
Advocate

Michelle Niziol is an entrepreneur, property investor and
advocate for women in business, with over 20 years’ experience
building and scaling companies across property, finance and
investment. She is the founder of seven successful businesses
and the owner of a multi-million-pound property portfolio. Her
work focuses on building sustainable companies, long-term
wealth and creating fairer opportunities for entrepreneurs.

Her entrepreneurial journey began early. By 18, she had
purchased her first property, sparking a passion that led to
building a portfolio and launching her first venture, which grew
into IMS Property Group, a suite of businesses including a
mortgage brokerage, estate agency, lettings agency, portfolio
building service and property investment company.

Today, Michelle runs multiple businesses, advises founders and
invests in new ventures. She speaks at events across the UK and
is a regular guest on podcasts, panels and in the press, sharing
insights on the property market, entrepreneurial resilience and
women in business.
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Head of Oxford High
School

Marina Gardiner Legge joined Oxford High School in January
2021, having previously served as Headmistress of Heathfield
School and, before that, as Director of Studies. Her leadership
has consistently focused on excellence in teaching and learning,
recognised in an outstanding ISI Inspection in 2018.

A graduate in English Language and Literature from Somerville
College, Marina began her career in advertising and marketing,
followed by the role of president at a Paris-based charity.

It wasn’t until she was living in Hong Kong that she discovered
her passion for education, leading her to retrain as a teacher
and return to the UK. Marina went on to hold senior leadership
roles at Rutlish School, including Assistant Head and Head of
Careers.

A passionate advocate for girls’ education, she is known as a
thoughtful and courageous leader and has recently completed a
Master's in Educational Leadership. She is proud to lead Oxford
High School’'s community of confident, ambitious young women.
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Sarah Jaycock

Co-founder and
Executive Director of
High Spec Composites

Sarah Jaycock is Co-Founder and Executive Director of High Spec
Composites Ltd. She has helped grow the company from a start-
up into a trusted supplier of high-performance carbon fibre
components and precision tooling for some of the most
demanding and pioneering sectors, including Formula 1,
motorsport, and specialist engineering.

While building High Spec’'s reputation for quality, innovation and
people development, she has consistently championed skills,
apprenticeships, and access to engineering careers. Her
contribution has been widely recognised through numerous
business awards, including Oxfordshire’s Young Business Person
of the Year, Metro Bank's SME of the Year and The Oxford
Science Park Innovation Award, alongside earlier accolades from
the Oxfordshire and Cherwell Business Awards.

Sarah is also a Chair of Trustees of The Engineering Trust and a
founding committee member and co-host of the Oxfordshire
Apprenticeship Awards, celebrating and elevating apprenticeship
success across the county.
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GRAVITA

Jennifer Sewell

Partner

Jen is a qualified FCA chartered Accountant and Partner at
Gravita. She has over 15 years experience in practice working
with and advising both local and international businesses.

With a wide breadth of experience, she ensures that all
compliance and legislative framework items are met and
adhered to. She is keen to spot opportunities that companies
may have missed, as well as provide proactive advice to ensure
practical and beneficial solutions are put in place.
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GARDNER LEADER

Our speakers and hosts will be joined by many other Gardner
Leader colleagues

Cate Beavis

Senior Associate,
Residential Property

Cate handles all aspects to do with the sale and purchase of
residential properties as well as other related transactions, such
as remortgages and transfers of equity. Cate aims to make what
can be a complicated process as understandable as she can for
her clients and prides herself on being approachable and giving
her clients peace of mind.

Rosie Deller

Senior Associate,
Family

Rosie is experienced in dealing with a range of family law
issues. This includes divorce and connected financial issues,
issues surrounding domestic abuse, cohabitation disputes and
issues relating to children. Rosie has dealt with many cases
involving complex asset structures, trusts, and assets in other
jurisdictions.
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Partner,
Dispute Resolution

Michelle has a strong reputation and is the lawyer of choice for
highly complex property litigation matters, as well as
professional negligence matters. Michelle is known for her
exceptional negotiation ability and has great expertise in
landlord and tenant (both residential and commercial) matters,
rent arrears, disrepair and dilapidations, forfeiture, restrictive
covenants and obtaining possession.

Trainee Solicitor,
Dispute Resolution

Maddie is a Trainee Solicitor with Gardner Leader and is set to
qualify as a Solicitor in March, joining our private wealth team.
Maddie obtained a First-Class Law degree from Southampton
Solent University in 2021, then went on to complete a Masters
in Professional Legal Practice whilst with Gardner Leader.
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Gail Vallis

Partner,
Corporate and Life
Sciences

Gail advises on business and share sale and purchases,
investments, internal restructuring, shareholders’ agreements
and articles of association as well as providing general
corporate advice. Gail has particular experience of the life
sciences sector.

Penny Wright

Partner,
Wills, Probate and Estate
Planning

Penny has wide-ranging experience of acting for individuals in
relation to their Wills, estate planning, trusts, powers of
attorney, probate and inheritance tax planning, in particular
those with an international element. She has particular
expertise in charity law and philanthropy.
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